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Chief Executives Report

As always I would like to open by thanking the club Secretary’s, Treasurers and Presidents for their assistance in 2009/10. It has once again been a pleasure and a privilege to work with you all and I look forward to working with all those that are staying for another season. I would also like to welcome those new to any of these roles and thank you for giving up the time to help with the administration of our sport.

The 2009/10 season has seen a number of challenges for the Jersey Football Association with some that have had a larger impact than others.

This season has been a financial balancing act after a number of years of recording a loss the association managed to turn a corner and post a profit however small in 2009. The challenge is now to keep the balance sheet black in future seasons.

A major blow was the loss of the Michael Wilde sponsorship money that supported the senior men’s and ladies representative teams. With no new sponsorship the games programme for both these sides was severally reduced however the ladies did manage to train throughout the season funding the facilities themselves.

The Junior sides had been supported by sponsorship from H-D Ferries and the Association was delighted that despite pulling out of the Island, H-D Ferries honoured their agreement for one further year.

On the positive side Capita renewed their commitment to the Jersey FA Centre of Excellence which this season expanded to six age groups providing high quality training to 96 elite players in Jersey. The Association was approached by Portsmouth FC who offered to support the Centre financially and administratively however the Executive Committee, after researching the club felt that this was not a financially prudent decision, which proved to be correct in the long term.

This season we also, through the use of FA funding redefined Jason A’Court’s role within the Jersey FA. His role was centred towards developing the women’s and girls game. Despite early success’s it was soon evident that Jason’s impact on the women’s game would be less than hoped and following his resignation to move on to new pastures it was felt to see if this funding could be better used else where.

While mentioning Jason I would like to thank him for his input into the Association during the last two years and wish him success in his new career.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Janet Weir for all the support she gives me in the office and for the great job she does for the Jersey FA in supporting our governance and operations side of the business.

This season we have worked very closely with the Jersey Football Combination to look at the league rules with the view of introducing FA Standard Code. Back in 2004 Standard Code became compulsory for all sanctioned leagues and competitions in England. Jersey slipped through the net but to rewrite such an established set of rules was always going to be a difficult task.

Led by Tim Darwin I was invited to attend the many hours of meetings along with Stanton Monks, Jon Welsh and Mark Le Cornu to thrash out the new set of rules making sure we protect the integrity of the league and what it stands for. I would like to compliment the above mentioned group for their commitment to the task of re-writing the rules which have recently been passed at the league AGM.

This season we unfortunately had to suspend a number of players for not paying their Jersey FA Membership. We gave the players in question as much leniency and time to pay as we could but a line had to be drawn and in fairness to those who do pay a small number ended up on the suspended list with the majority finally clearing and getting back to playing.

On a lighter note I would also like to comment on the visit to Jersey of FIFA in April this year. Mr Geoff Thompson Vice President of both FIFA and UEFA, and Director of Membership Development, Urs Kluser came on a fact finding mission.

As well as a tour of the Island football facilities and a presentation outlining the structure and development work of the Association we arranged for Mr Thompson and Mr Kluser to meet some key Island representatives including the Bailiff, the Minister for Education Sport and Culture James Reed and Assistant Director Derek De Le Haye.

The visit went extremely well and FIFA acknowledge the great work in football that is done by the Association and the Clubs. Although they confirmed due to the FIFA statutes Jersey are unable to become a member, they did confirm that they should recognise that football is being provided for regions currently without membership and this matter would be discussed at working party meeting in October 2010.

Jersey FA Football Strategy

We entered at the start of this season the second year of our four strategy following a very successful year one. The pattern continued with the only disappointment being the continued decline of the women’s game. This is not just a problem in Jersey but also a national problem with football dropping back from being the number one sport for women and girl’s to now third behind netball and hockey.

The success of Jersey FA reaching our targets, that are submitted to The FA are critical to us receiving our funding for the following season. I can confirm that we received our full allocation of funding for 2009/10 and it has recently been confirmed that we will also receive our full funding for 2010/11 season.

As part of the National Game Strategy there has been a restructure at The FA which was finally completed this season. Carol Isherwood has been appointed as our regional National Game Delivery Manager. Dylan Evans is now the Regional Facilities Manager and Janie Frampton will act as our Regional Referee’s Manager as well as managing a national position.

Local Football Partnership

The Local Football Partnership, an independent group chaired by Derek De La Haye which as well as monitoring the Associations performance is a forum at which local football issues can be discussed and addressed.

This season the group discussed matters concerning youth football and abusive behaviour in particular towards referees. A number of guest presenters have been invited to address the committee including those involved locally in football as well as FA staff from England.

The group continues to be a critical part of the local football in monitoring and addressing issues that challenge us.

Referee’s Committee

This season has seen some radical changes in the Jersey FA Referee’s Committee as we looked to make some clear distinctions between the Committee and the Referee’s Association which at times had become blurred.

Charlie Tostevin took the reigns as Chairman and Mark Le Cornu took the role of Committee Secretary. Mick Blampied took on the important role of Assessors Co-ordinator and had an immediate impact with every referee this season being assessed at least once and a total of over 60 assessments carried out throughout the season.

Paul Daniel was appointed training officer and under his leadership the Association carried out the first of The FA new basic refereeing courses. The course was very successful and with the Island Games now confirmed in 2015, Paul will be busy along with Andy Cox recruiting new match officials to be ready for the games.

Safe Guarding Children

As I have previously mentioned Stephen Dunford has recently been appointed as the Associations Welfare Officer. Stephen has come into the job at a particularly challenging time.

The previous UK government had been working on a new system that would sure up the current system of CRB. The FA had been working with that government and the new system was due to be introduced this October. Some negative media reports and operational challenges led the current UK government to postpone the implementation of this new act of law and we await further information.

Within Jersey as a member of the Football Association we will be required to adhere to these policies. We have had a number of meetings with the States of Jersey who will in time introduce the same policies so football will be ahead of the game.

Football Development

This season has been as busy as ever within the Football Development Department of the Jersey FA. Led by Brian Oliver he once again over achieved considering our limited resources.

Due to the support of both The FA and Education Sport and Culture the football development programme has gone from strength to strength.

This season saw the launch of the Jersey FA Coaches Association. The membership has steadily increased throughout the season and has now reached 35. Soon after its launch the Coaches Association appointed a committee which is chaired by Tony Hoyland and has held a number of in service training days that have been supported by The FA regional coaching staff (Richard Horner and Geoff Pike).

The FA even before the disappointment of the World Cup had been addressing the way in which they promote coaching through their coach education programme. They identified that a more age based training method is used rather than a one fit solution. This has led to new Module One and Module Two course which Jersey FA were one of the first to role out.

The FA Charter Standard Award Scheme has also gone from strength to strength with now over 86% of youth players belonging to a Charter Standard accredited club. The clubs within the scheme having been very proactive this season as ever and the professionalism of the clubs individual development plans needs to be complimented.

Regarding development plans throughout this season the Junior Section of the Jersey Football Combination have worked along with Brian to produce what is a very comprehensive plan for the next three years. A number of consultation events have been completed by the league to accurately gauge and action the concerns of the clubs.

The Associations education programme has also expanded this season with even more courses being offered to our stakeholders.

We were also delighted to see the completion this season of the excellent club house at St Clement, which was supported by funding from The Football Foundation. We also look forward the Foundation supporting Grouville FC with their final phase of their expansion project.

Jersey FA Capita Centre of Excellence

This season has seen a rise in the number of players involved in the Centre of Excellence due to the addition of another girl’s age group. The 96 players involved this season have been offered an excellent coaching programme culminating in a chance to represent the Association in games that have included trips to Madeira, France, Hampshire FA and Southampton FC.

Through the generous sponsorship of Capita we were able to offer a 15 week programme in some excellent facilities across the Island. The coaches this season were also treated to some high quality in service training that was supported once again by Geoff Pike Regional FA Coach and former West Ham Utd player.

Senior Island Men’s Squad

This season became a transition season which was led by Jon Welsh who committed to manage the men’s team for the season while the Association considered a number of options. Jon’s team of coaches that included Dave Walsh, Kevin MacCarthy, Steve Martin and Richard Hebert had an excellent run in the National League Systems Cup reaching the Quarter-Finals losing out to a lucky goal scored by Dorset completely against the run of play.

Despite our best efforts in the NLS Cup and the manor of our exit, it was a case of what might have been, when our nearest rivals won the trophy a week before the Klienwort Benson Muratti Final.

Coming into the final Jon’s team of coaches which was now included Colin Pack had the task of lifting the players who unfortunately didn’t respond losing to a single goal despite a brave effort.

Overall this seasons the player’s performances especially away to Essex saw some of the best football Jersey has played for a time and Jon and his team need to be congratulated on keeping the momentum of the Island Games victory going.

Senior Island Ladies Squad

Tony Hoyland once again took charge of the Senior Island Ladies squad this season and once again saw the fruits of his training regime turn into results.

An 8-0 victory showed how far the Island Ladies team had come under his tutelage. 

Again the ladies team was severally affected by the lack of a team sponsor but a trip to the Isle of Man after the Klienwort Benson Muratti was arranged.

The trip was funded by the players own payments and from Tournament sponsors Appleby who have now supported this bi-annual competition twice.

Jersey did extremely well in the Isle of Man against very evenly matched opposition. On the Saturday Jersey beat the Isle of Wight but the physical nature of the Isle of Man squad was too much for the Jersey players on the Sunday. I’m sure they the players will be looking forward to the next Island Games to get even.

Under 21’s

Due to the fact we had no permanent Senior Island Manager it was felt that David Brodie, who had assisted David Kennedy the year before, take charge.

David took a very disciplined side to Guernsey which brought back the trophy to Jersey playing in some very difficult conditions. Let’s hope that this is the start of what looks to be a very promising management career for David.

We also need to thank the Ambassadeur Hotel for their kind Sponsorship of this competition.

Under 18’s

The visits from both Scotland and Northern Ireland seem to be getting a regular place in our calendar and maybe we have become a little blasé to the fact that they visit our little island.

The fact that they choose to pay a lot of money to bring their squads to Jersey is a massive tribute to both Iain MacKenzie and Paul Sowney who do a lot of negotiating behind the scenes to make this happen.

This season both the Northern Ireland and Scotland management were very complementary about our squads and made comments on how they had both seen large strides forward in the abilities of our players which is an acknowledgement to both David and Keith but also to the Centre of Excellence and the players club coaches.

In the FA County Youth Cup we made a disappointing exit to Worcestershire in the first round but the players were a credit to the Island both on and off the pitch.

Also in appalling conditions and a late change of venue in Guernsey, Dave Walsh’s side slid to victory recording a 6-1 win in the Junior Muratti.

Under 16’s

At the end of the season we were dealt a disappointing blow when we got the news that Keith Le Cornu had stepped down as the Under 16 manager. Keith had brought professionalism to the job which was appreciated by the players and the Jersey FA. Keith’s record could not be challenged winning all the Muratti games his squads had taken part in.

He also prepared the players at Under 16’s for the challenges of the Under 18’s which included playing at National and International level.

Of course Keith kept his immaculate record with a 2-0 win the Muratti here in Jersey in wet and windy conditions.

The Jersey FA would like to take this opportunity to thank Keith and his team for a tremendous job well done.

Conclusion

In conclusion another very good season both on and off the pitch. Many thanks to all those who have contributed during the 12 months and I look forward to working with you next season.
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